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Rolling Ui} Their Sleeves
i

and Doing
Yesodei HaTorah Han

fhen ir comes 1o beginner karning pro-

erams, Mirch Cohen considers himself
something of 1 "vereran,” He's been to lecrurss
aned classes, and he bas lesrned onconone
and in proups with rabbis, Frankly, dhough,
he was perming tired of being komred w,

*Pwranied oo learn how 1o learn,” be savs, “and
1 knew | wasn't alone”

Mr. Cohen, 3 3yearold el catare invzsrcy
and father of dres, was insorumental in help
ing the Derver Communiry Koilel csablish
Yesodei HaTorzh, & new night school dedic
cared to piving local Jewish men the skills 1o
learn classic Torsh liceranme on their own
from the original wxs, The program is par
rerned afrer the highly sucosssful Yeseadel
HaTorah program founded in Balomere in
1950,

The Koliels school opened iz doors in
Qcmober, with 2 Beginner's Mishna class
raughe by Rabbi &ad Wilen, 2 longtime Hille!
Academy Gemars instructor. Fouroeen pee
ple hiave enpolled.,

On one level, the class s abour perring skills,

"By the end of the semester, soudenss will
lave had 2 basic meroduction to Hebrew
gramear ~ verd construction, prefives and
sutfives,” savs Robbi Wilen, "They are build-
ing n vocabolary list of common Hebrew
wogks thar vou find in Mishns and Gepwara,
Andd they pre perting sn introduction w many
basic coneepts that you encounter in Mishns
and Gemara.”

Thiks weas juse the oype of class Buzz Knowiry, 3
Obvcarold reoree, was looking for. Mre
Kroviez has been smudving for the b five voars
at his smagoue, AlshAhaves Yisroel, and has
raken Hebrew classes ar Universioe of Derover
His geal is ro have the abiline oo learn Talmud
froam the source, o the original Aramalc,

" neser learned how to stedy Talmuad prop-

erly,” saye Mr, Kroviee "This class i piving me
rhe sorucrdre — e key words and phrscs -
learn Talmud the righe way.”

And thouph the studenss are only halfwsy

ning t see real progress.

through the semester, they arce slready begi

On Their Own

dsOn Study Program Leads to Independence

"Betore this class, v smadenes konew the the
oy, the philosophe, New they ase rolling up
their sleeves and sceing how its done,” sape
Rabbi Wilen. "And there s 2 grear sense af '
et in o

Lt B Dirad Taden, Hiarty Bawas, Dindd Salioca ised
Vadmr Diddoy with bstrecm:s Razol & Wil x the
Yiriadui MaFrah Baponaer's Mabva Clss.

For David Zalkin, a 2dyearald weacher and
premed student, the smides he's msking ar
Yesodel HaTorah are very 1eal - and ghey are
hetping him in other areas.

*Thus far, | am learning the basics of
Mishnoyic lsngeage. stucmure, and Teason

ment in Hebrew languape skills already seems

ing,” says Mr. Zalkin. "My peneral improve:

Hisch Coben | warn e anie 10 ears with my 507 1 wast U5 50 grow topether

v b entiching iy devening and odher learn-
ing, us 1 find mopelf graspdng more and more

of the origimal Helrew”

Mich Cohen sers so much improvement
froan ome class o the nest that e wishes
chasses wouild be held owice @ week, nos just

LHECE.

"My skills are prowing and 1 can see the
;*r;‘l,gx-:»,' he s, T very Encounsging — I
can see independence on the hori

And thar, on g deeper level, is whar Yesodel
HaTerrab is all abour,

For Bum Krowiez, independence means e
ing rive ahiline oo doin o Dar Yoo - Papea-Da-
Talmud - class in the spring

For Dinad Zalkin, ir means having the skills
b meeds when he heads o a Jerusalem veshi-
v this January 1o furcher his Torah snadics.

And for Mirch Cehen, it's abour his - and his
family's - future.

"1 want rox be able to learn with my son,” he
says. "W hen he atarts lesrning Mishnayos in
school, 1 want to ke sble to sit across the table
froun him and explain it

"l want us o grow togetien”

ppaece o~



